CLASSIFICATION OFFICE DECISION 


Title of publication: 

Beast 

Other known title(s): 

Not stated 

OFLC ref: 

1800496.000 

Medium: 

Film 

Distributor: 

Icon Film Distribution 

Director: 

Michael Pearce 

Producer: 

Ivana MacKinnon 

Lauren Dark 

Kristian Brodie 

Country of origin: 

United Kingdom 

Language: 

English 

Applicant: 

Chief Censor 

Classification: 

Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to 
persons who have attained the age of 16 years. 

Excisions: 

No excisions recommended 

Descriptive note: 

Violence, offensive language, sex scenes and content that may disturb. 

Display conditions: 

None 

Date of entry in Register: 

09 October 2018 


Date of direction to issue No direction to issue a label has been issued 

a label: 

Date of notice of decision: 09 October 2018 



Components 

Running time 

Feature (s): 

Beast 

106:37 

Total running time: 


106:37 


Summary of reasons for decision: 

The Chief Censor called this film in for classification on 05 October 2018 under si 3(3) of the Films, 
Videos, and Publications Classification Act 1993 (FVPC Act). The Film and Video Labelling Body 





(FVLB) cross-rated the film Beast at ‘M’ from its Australian rating with a note for ‘Violence, 
offensive language & sex scenes’. Under si2(3) of the Films, Videos, and Publications 
Classification Regulations 1994, the FVLB has no discretion to override the cross-rating from 
Australia. Due to the fact that the film was rated M in Australia, and restricted to audiences 15 years 
and older in the UK, a member of the public raised concerns that the M rating may not be 
appropriate for New Zealand audiences. After reviewing online information about the film, the Chief 
Censor determined that the Classification Office would undertake a classification of the film under 
New Zealand classification criteria. ‘Beast’ is a psychologically dense and finely wrought drama that 
tells the story of Moll, a troubled young woman who has returned to her home town - and toxic 
family - to help her overbearing mother care for her ailing father and the events that transpire when 
she becomes romantically involved with Pascal. The film covers ground which younger viewers are 
unlikely to have the maturity, life experience and analytical skills to interpret. This audience will 
instead be highly disturbed by some of the darker imagery, extreme behaviour and the emotional 
atmosphere, without fully understanding its context. The dysfunctional and sometimes abusive nature 
of the interpersonal and familial relationships are likely to have a strong impact on younger viewers. 
This means that the film’s unrestricted availability is likely to be injurious to the public good. The 
realistically depicted violence and injury, particularly the lengthy scenes involving strangulation, will 
be disturbing and distressing to younger viewers, as will the content around violent home invasion 
and the murder of teenage girls. The sexual content, although inexplicitly depicted, is frank and adult 
in nature, making it inappropriate for younger viewers. The film’s aggressive use of highly offensive 
language, depiction of self-harm support the need for a restriction to older teenagers and adults. This 
is a limitation on the right to freedom of expression laid out in the NZ Bill of Rights Act 1990, but is 
reasonable in order to prevent injury to the public good. 



